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Abandoned Apps

Pixalate uses the date in which the app was last updated to determine 

the degree of apparent abandonment. For high-level data points, we 

consider an app to have a heightened risk of “abandonment” if it has 

not been updated in at least two years (as of the end of Q1 2022). 

However, this report also provides data showing different levels of 

apparent abandonment in six-month increments, up to apps that have 

not been updated in over five years.

Importance of Abandonment and Innovation 

Product innovation refers to changes that improve the overall and the 

specific performance of a product. This report is intended to help the 

industry better understand market dynamics and their effects on 

product and firm profitability. Apps that are not updated regularly may 

pose security and safety concerns.
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# of abandoned* mobile apps*
1.5MM (33% of all apps*)

KEY STATS: THE STATE OF ABANDONED APPS IN Q1 2022
AS OF THE END OF Q1 2022; AS MEASURED BY PIXALATE

App categories updated most often
Finance, Health, and Shopping

# of Super-Abandoned apps (5+ years)
314k total (184k in Apple, 130k in Google)

# of recently-updated mobile apps
1.3MM (28% of all apps)

App categories abandoned most often
Reference, Games, and Education

More updates means more downloads
84% w/ 100MM+ DLs updated within 6 mos.

* “Abandoned” means no update in 2+ years
* Mobile apps includes apps available for download in the
Google and Apple mobile app stores as of the end of Q1 2022
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1.5MM APPS ARE ABANDONED: LAST UPDATED 2+ YEARS AGO
AS OF THE END OF Q1 2022; AS MEASURED BY PIXALATE

33%
of all apps were updated 
2+ years ago, according 
to Pixalate’s data.

Want to see all the 
apps? Schedule a 
demo: pixal.at/demo

1,3M 1,5M

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://pixal.at/demo&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1651691798313346&usg=AOvVaw0JZH_1qgbsYpY4EhYrRbsO
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>500K APPS HAVEN’T BEEN UPDATED IN 4+ YEARS 
AS OF THE END OF Q1 2022; AS MEASURED BY PIXALATE

11%
of all apps were updated 
4+ years ago, according to 
Pixalate’s data.

Want to see all the 
apps? Schedule a 
demo: pixal.at/demo

672K 335K 198K 314K1.3M 723K 592K 495K

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://pixal.at/demo&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1651691799108218&usg=AOvVaw1TxWCRE1P1sX02yb3T6OUE
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POSITIVE LINK BETWEEN UPDATES AND APP DOWNLOADS

84%
of apps with 100MM+ 
downloads were updated 
in the last 6 months, 
according to Pixalate’s 
data.

Want to see all the 
apps? Schedule a 
demo: pixal.at/demo

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://pixal.at/demo&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1651691799615106&usg=AOvVaw2bYzVDLmZdIZzjVHSRY3uI


ABANDONED APPS BY STORE
GOOGLE VS. APPLE 
The rate of apparent abandonment by mobile app store
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MORE “SUPER-ABANDONED” APPLE APPS (5+ YEARS NO UPDATE)
AS OF THE END OF Q1 2022; AS MEASURED BY PIXALATE

58%
of all apps last updated 5+ 
years ago are in the Apple 
Store (184k in Apple store 
compared to 130k in the 
Google app store).

Want to see all the 
apps? Schedule a 
demo: pixal.at/demo

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://pixal.at/demo&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1651691801098349&usg=AOvVaw121qCre7Ut187ASTqaXtkO
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650K APPLE, 869K GOOGLE APPS NOT UPDATED IN 2+ YEARS
AS OF THE END OF Q1 2022; AS MEASURED BY PIXALATE

650k
iOS apps have not been 
updated in 2+ years, 
according to Pixalate’s 
data.

Want to see all the 
apps? Schedule a 
demo: pixal.at/demo

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://pixal.at/demo&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1651691801383047&usg=AOvVaw0gvmygTyUS5-7soCGzK4k8


ABANDONED APPS BY 
CATEGORIES
Which app categories are most-updated (or most-abandoned)
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REFERENCE, GAMES, EDUCATION MOST-ABANDONED CATEGORIES
AS OF THE END OF Q1 2022; AS MEASURED BY PIXALATE

38%
of the apps in these 
categories haven’t been 
updated in 2+ years, 
according to Pixalate’s 
data.

Want to see all the 
apps? Schedule a 
demo: pixal.at/demo

68K 64K

72K

31K

50K

44K

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://pixal.at/demo&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1651691802030525&usg=AOvVaw1lmoYSo9UWv9RVHfCvzPfU
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FINANCE, HEALTH, SHOPPING MOST-UPDATED CATEGORIES
AS OF THE END OF Q1 2022; AS MEASURED BY PIXALATE

36%
of the apps in these 
categories were updated 
within the last 6 months, 
according to Pixalate’s 
data.

Want to see all the 
apps? Schedule a 
demo: pixal.at/demo

12K 69K

5K 156K 134K
72K

31K

64K

44K

50K

50K

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://pixal.at/demo&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1651691802621280&usg=AOvVaw0lkFF10whjXhQms-Q3jq4c


METHODOLOGY & DISCLAIMER
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General

Pixalate’s data science and analyst team analyzed apps available for 

download via the Apple App Store and Google Play Store as of the last 

date of Q1 2022 (March 31); data derived from crawls of the respective 

app stores performed by Pixalate or one of Pixalate’s third party 

licensors.

METHODOLOGY

Abandoned Apps

Pixalate uses the date in which the app was last updated to determine 

the degree of abandonment. For high-level data points, we consider an 

app “abandoned” if it has not been updated in at least two years (as of 

the end of Q1 2022). However, this report also provides data showing 

different levels of abandonment in six-month increments, up to apps 

that have not been updated in over five years.
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DISCLAIMER

Apple and the Apple logo are trademarks of Apple Inc. Android and Google 

Play are trademarks of Google LLC. “Android robot” by Google LLC is 

licensed under CC BY 3.0. 

Title and end page photo by Greg Rosenke on Unsplash.

The content of this report reflects Pixalate’s opinions with respect to the 

factors Pixalate believes may be useful to the digital media industry. Any 

data shared is grounded in Pixalate’s proprietary technology and analytics, 

which Pixalate is continuously evaluating and updating. Any references to 

outside sources should not be construed as endorsements. Pixalate’s 

opinions are just that, opinions, which means that they are neither facts nor 

guarantees.

It should be noted that the mere fact an app does not appear to have been 

updated in a certain period of time does not necessarily mean that such 

app's publisher has abandoned the app, or is otherwise violating any policy, 

best practice, or regulation. Instead, we are merely noting the apparent 

inactivity and rendering an opinion that this apparent absence of updates 

may be suggestive of heightened risks to end users and other data subjects.

Pixalate is sharing this data not to impugn the standing or reputation of any 

entity, person or app, but, instead, to render opinions and report trends 

pertaining to apps available for download via the official Apple App Store 

and Google Play Store.

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://source.android.com/setup/start/brands&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1651691803018272&usg=AOvVaw1Cu6vcsSCkIB51CUP4iz9a
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1651691803018550&usg=AOvVaw20FrUSSYkJWV2a_P6aPErF
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://unsplash.com/@greg_rosenke?utm_source%3Dunsplash%26utm_medium%3Dreferral%26utm_content%3DcreditCopyText&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1651691803018821&usg=AOvVaw2GMtjV2DaOk3L3kNYKYVye
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://unsplash.com/s/photos/broken-phone?utm_source%3Dunsplash%26utm_medium%3Dreferral%26utm_content%3DcreditCopyText&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1651691803019039&usg=AOvVaw3h7aHoQ3zDJGjwhoDOXIyt
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www.linkedin.com/company/pixalate/

https://www.facebook.com/pixalate

twitter.com/pixalateinc

Pixalate is the market-leading fraud protection, privacy, and compliance analytics platform for Connected TV (CTV) and Mobile Advertising. We 

work 24/7 to guard your reputation and grow your media value. Pixalate offers the only system of coordinated solutions across display, app, 

video, and OTT/CTV for better detection and elimination of ad fraud. Pixalate is an MRC-accredited service for the detection and filtration of 

sophisticated invalid traffic (SIVT) across desktop and mobile web, mobile in-app, and OTT/CTV advertising. www.pixalate.com

ABOUT PIXALATE

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.pixalate.com&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1651691803467888&usg=AOvVaw3MyeIDnOsLYv4l92zwsqyO


THANK 
YOU!
info@pixalate.com
pixalate.com


